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~ OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB 


MEMBERSHIP: 


Membership in the Ottawa Home Com~ 

puting Club is open to all who have 

a genuine interest in home comput- 

ing. The membership fee is $20 per 

year and entitles members to: 

+ attend monthly meetings 

© buy Club disks 

receive the Club newsletter 

participate in the election of the 

Club executive 

= participate in any other 
Club-sponsored activities. 


= full sign-on privileges on the 
Club BBS 


MEETINGS 


Club meetings are held monthly at 
the Confederation High School 
(Woodroffe near Nepean Sportsplex), 
usually the third Monday of the 
month. Upcoming meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 

September 19, October 17 
November 21, December 19, 1988 
January 16, 1989, February 20 
March 13*, April 17 

May 15, June 12* 

An * beside a date indicates that the 
meeting is not on the third Monday 
of that month. 


Meeting format is standard (see “Club 
Notes” for specific details on the up 
coming meeting) and the format is 
+ 7:30 Membership registration, 

Disk of the Month sales, 
socialization 
8:00 Business Meeting 
820 Main Presentation 
9:00 Special Interest Group (SIG) 
meetings, Librarian and 
Machine'specific group meetings 
Special Interest Groups are meeting 
places for people with similar inter 
ests, Tell people what you're doing, or 
would like to be doing; ask people 
what they're doing, or discuss a 
problem you're having What members 
get out of these meetings is propor 
onal to what they put in. 


For details on Special Interest Groups, 
see “Club Notes” on page 4. Some ar- 
rangements may not be finalized at 
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time of printing, and will be an 
nounced at the General Meeting. 


Also in this time period the follow 

ing librarians will be available for your 

questions, suggestions, disk orders, etc. 

You may even caich a demo of the 

latest software: 

= Apple & Macintosh Room 227 

= Commodore & C64 Disk of the 
Month Room 219 

= Amiga Room 208 

* C128 & CP/M Room 210 

* MS-DOS TBA 


TV SHOW: “The Whole Bit” 
The Ottawa Home Computing Club, in 
co-operation with the other computer 
clubs in the area and with Skyline 
Cablevision, produces an informative 
one-hour TV program. This program is 
aired live on the third Tuesday of 
every month at 10:00 pm on cable 
channel 22 (for both Oltawa and 
Skyline subscribers) and repeated 
during the week. Contact your cable 
company for more details 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 
Elected Pasitions: 
President: Pierre Castricum, 
521-6840 


Vice-President; Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 


Secretary: Gerry Bouchard, 
731-0920 


Treasurer; Mike Brya 
Program Co-ordinator 
Schaler, 728-7811 


Ubrarians: 


‘Amiga Don White, 629-2082 
Apple: Vojta Frysek, 722-9778 


Commodore 64: Carl Bigras, 
776-1402 


Commodore 128/CP/M: Ed 
Steenhorst, 820-5389 


MS-DOS: Peter Nickless, 837-3402 
© TPUG: Marv Bero, 225-8551 
Other Pesitions: 


* Membership: Ray Monette, 
722-1204; Lucien St. Denis, 
224-2972 

© Bulletin Board SYSOP: Don 
White, 829-2082 


226-5588 
Wayne D. 


. 


© Retail Disk Distribution: Peter 
Martin, 731-7700 


© Newsletter Editor: 
837:3197 
OHCC Bulletia Bo: 


Bob Mason, 


828-6440 
Address all correspondence te 


Ottawa Home Computing Club 
P.O. Box 4164, Station “C” 
Ottawa, Ontario KIY 4P3 
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Oiiawa Home Compuling the 
newsletter of the Ottawa Home Com 
puting Club, and is mailed free-of 
charge to all members in good standing 
Ottawa Home Computing is published 
10 times a year, monthly excep! for 
the months of June and August 


Submissions to Ottawa Home Comput 
ing are most welcomed. If hand writ 
ten, please make sure your submission 
is legible, Articles submitted in a 
ready‘to-print format, or on disk, are 
also appreciated. Please contact the 
Editor for more information if you 
chose either of these latter two 
methods. 


Graphic submissions are also needed 
For best reproduction, submissions 
should be designed to the width of 
one ot two columns (approximately 3 
12" or 7") If produced on a printer 
please use a fairly new ribbon if 
drawn please use a black pen 


Classified advertisements of personal 
items (up to 25 words) are free to 
members. 


Commercial display and classified ad 
vertising possibilities are desctibed in 
a brochure made available to poten 
tial advertisers. Please contact the 
Editor if you would like to receive 
this brochure. 


Address al correspondence (0 


Bob Mason 
29 Valewood Cres, 
Ottawa, Ontario KIB 4G1 


CLUB NOTES 


After that, a lengthy discussion ensued around the topic 


by Bob Mason 


See page 2 for general meeting structure, 


UPCOMING MEETINGS 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1988 


Confederation High School, 1645 Woodroffe Avenue 
RUMMAGE/ISWAP NIGHT 


In the summer of 1985 the OHCC executive, stuck for 
ideas for a theme for the July meeting, proposed a Rum 
mage/Swap Night. For that first one, there were only a 
few sellers, and not really a lot of buyers. But since then, 
the annual event has grown to the point where, at the 
most recent one, table space was at a premium for sellers, 
and elbow room for buyers was also a rare commodity — 
estimated attendance was 350. 


September 19 promises to see the best-ever Swap Night. 
More people have upgraded their equipment and have 
items to sell. More people have changed their software, or 
simply grown tired of it, and will be house-cleaning. And 
if last year is any indication, items available range trom 
the very common to the totally obscure, sa if you've been 
looking for a rare cable, an out-of-print book or magazine, 
or perhaps an item from a company that went bankrupt 
several years ago, this is probably your best source. 


Look through your stash for items you no longer need or 
use, and bring them to the meeting Get there early to 
get lable space. De bring copied seftware. Your 
items will be inspected al the door, and you will nol be 
allowed in with copied commercial software. You can bring 
original software with the original label, and preferably 
with the original instructions and original package 


NOTES FROM THE JULY AND AUGUST EX- 
ECUTIVE AND GENERAL MEETINGS 


The main topic of discussion at the July I! executive 
meeting was the proposed fee increase for use of the 
facilities at Charlebois High School The Ottawa Board ot 
Education had raised the rates to $100 a night from about 
$55. There was some talk of raising the membership dues, 
but by changing the newsletter printer, we will be able 
to save over $1,000 in the next year even with the in 
creased cost for the school So it was decided to inves: 
tigate the possibilities of using a Carleton Board of Education 
school, and forego the dues increase 


In other business, the club will be participating in the 
Festival of the Arts Sunday September 25 from 10am-4pm 
at Lisgar Collegiate, Our role is to demonstrate “art” on the 
computer — drawing, painting programs, etc. 


Gerry Bouchard, club secretary, will try to set up another 
computer day at the Children’s Hospital 


of services and benefits to members. All present agreed 
with the principle that the club is fer the members, and 
that there should be advantages to members in most club 
activities. 


To that end, it was moved that public domain disk prices 
be standardized at $4 member, $5 non-member for 5.25 
disks and $5 member, $6 non-member for 35" disks. Bring 
yeur membership card to the meeting. 


Il was also moved that club members would have full 
privileges on the club BBS, and non-members would only 
have browse privileges. This motion was initiated because 
some executive members, and several club members reported 
long waits trying to get on the board. It was noted that 
many boards in Ottawa charge their members, and hoped 
that some non-member users might consider joining up, as 
the $20 fee entitled them not only to BBS privileges, but 
to full club membership, 


The BBS members-only edict takes effect September 1, 
1988. 


General Meeting July 18. 1988 


Pierre Castricum opened the July 18 meeting with several 
announcements, but Scotty Adams had the most important 
one — in the short week between the executive and the 
general meeting, an agreement had been worked out to 
have meetings at Confederation High School (on Woodroffe 
near the Nepean Sportsplex) starting with the September 
meeting 


Pierre also made a strong plea for a volunteer for the 
position of C128 librarian. 


The main presentation was by Nerthera Micro 
Publishing, specialists in desktop publishing consultation. 
They brought with them a $16,000 cadillac‘of-asystem 
which inchded a 1600x1200 resolution screen, an IBM AT 
with a JetScript Laser printer card and a QMS laser 
printer. A good presentation. 


After 9:00, several special workshops on programming took 
place, receiving varying levels of interest, Perhaps Scotty 
was right when she said ‘programming is dead. Applica- 
tions are where it's al” 

Executive Meeting August 8, 1983 


The switch of meeting:place from Charlebois to Confedera: 
tion High School (and from OBE to CBE, and from $100 
a night {0 $0) has been finalized, thanks to Scotty and 
Pierre. 


Reaction to the ‘members-only BBS’ has been swift, with 
several notes on the BBS from disappointed non-members. 


continued on page 11 
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President's Message 
by Pierre Castticum 


1 would like to welcome everyone to the September meet- 
ing of the Ottawa Home Computing Club. 


Beginning this month, we will be meeting at the club's 
new home — Confederation High School Those of you 
who have been members of the club since its inception 
will recall the OHCC (then known as the 6502 Club) met 
in this very location, Seems strange that we would return 
to the same location after all those years 


I apologize for not chairing the last meeting held at Char 
lesbois High School Instead, [ was in the final stages of 
moving my father to Toronto so that he could live with 
my sister, From all indications, he Is doing quite well 


I found the comments contained in last month’s flyer quite 
funny, especially those reminding me of the car problems 
experienced last October, By the time you read this ar- 
ticle, 1 will have moved into my new house located in 
beautiful downtown Gloucester. (according to the official 
plans, the house is located in Gloucester but Canada Post 
lists the address as Orleans — so who do you believe — 
Canada Post or the surveyor?) In any case the house is 
ours. 


Tonight's meeting is garage/rummage sale, Want to get rid 
of that old piece of hardware? Tired of playing Zappy 
Zooks? Looking for that “special” something? Look no fur 
ther—come to the meeting and perhaps you just might buy 
or sell that special “something” [ should be noted that 
only original software (disk with label, preferably with in 
structions & original box) may be sold—no pirated copies 
will be allowed in the hall A member of the executive 
committee will be on hand to verify articles to be sold. 


I hope you enjoy yourselves tonight. See you there) Who 
knows, just might find that someone to buy my program 
Zappy Zooks! 


TPUG Observations 


by Pierre Casticum 


I noted at the July meeting that TPUG (Toronto Pet User 
Group) was having problems, Rumours had been circulat 
ing regarding mass resignations, financial and other problems. 


Like other TPUG members, I am a bit concerned about 
not being kept informed. I believe it is only fair that 
members (without whom the club would not exist) be kept 
up-to-date regarding what is happening within TPUG. Also, 
as the president of the OHCC, I felt it my duty to con: 
tact TPUG about not only my, but other member's, status. 
Most of my questions were answered recently with the 
teceipt of the Sept/Oct. issue of /efo magazine which in- 
cludes TPUG's newsletter, The following is a brief sum: 
mary of the newsletter, for your information. 


The Board of Directors of TPUG, at its meeting held July 
4th, announced plans to severely restructure the club’s 
operations and member benefits. It approved measures scal 
ing back operations and culling down expenditures, These 
cuts were made in response to several financial setbacks 
which quite simply drained the treasury. The Board also 
cited the present membership fee schedule and declining 
membership enrolment as causes for the cutbacks, (present 
estimates put membership at approx. 3000, compared to 
over 10,000 a few years ago) 


Of primary interest to our members is the decision by the 
Board to discontinue the newsletter and not renew its 
agreement with /7fo magazine. The Sept/Oct. 1988 "22 
issue will be the last one received by members, unless 
you have a separate subscription to /#fa If you had a 
subscription priot to becoming a TPUG member, you should 
contact /a/o magazine directly, 


Other changes announced include a severe cut-back in of 
fice staff and the relocation of offices; the new address is 
5334 Yonge St, Suite 116, Toronto, Ont. M2N 6M2. From 
all indications, the telephone number (416:733-2933) for the 
office will remain the same. 


The Board promises TPUG will continue to serve {ts mem 
bers with the usual disks, meetings, and information, It 
has also promised to keep members apprised of club ac 
tivities even though no alternative to the newsletter was 
proposed. (one of the possible ways being studied is through 
the Q-Link network) 


TPUG was still accepting membership applications and disk 
of the month subscriptions as of this writing. If you wish 
to become 2 TPUG member, or have renewed recently, 
please see Mary Bero immediately. 


Both Anne E. Gudz (President) and Carl Epstein (St. VP) 
resigned citing a list of unwise and inappropriate actions 
by the Board. Also, Mr. Epstein alleges dishonesty on the 
part of some Board members. It was not immediately known 
if anyone would replace either Anne or Carl 


‘As you can see, TPUG has been having a few set-backs 
It looks as though TPUG will become a regional club, 
similar to the OHCC, but maintain a fairly large member 
ship base. It you should have any questions regarding the 
above, please contact either Marv Bero or myself — we 
will try to answer your questions to the best of ou 
abilities, 


TPUG handles Info P-D. program 
Readers of Info magazine know that Info reviews several 
of the best public domain programs available on the large 
American BBS networks (PeopleLink, Q-Link, etc) Now 
TPUG {s making those programs available on disk — one 
disk per magazine issue, Each disk costs $10 plus $3 han 
dling and the disks for {ssues 20 and 21 are now avail 
able 


No word yet on whether our TPUG librarian will be han 
dling these C64, Ci28 and Amiga disks. 
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New Mac Software: Users 1 - Bugs 1 


adapted trom Apple press releases and CMACphisone 
by Bob Mason 


Apple has recently released version 121 of HyperCard, 
but has had to pull version 60 of the Macintosh system 
software off the market in order to clear up a number 
of bugs in this upgrade 


HyperCard, dubbed the "personal toolkit software” for the 
Mac, has really taken off in user popularity because of 
its ability to incorporate and manage large amounts of text, 
sound, graphics, music, voice, video, and animation 


Version 12 made HyperCard compatible with CD-ROM 
(compact disks) drives such as Apple's CD SC, which 
turns the Mac into an A-l research tool, as the availability 
of databases on CD-ROM is rapidly increasing But making 
the data accessible and getting al it easily are two dif 
ferent things, so Macintosh has beefed up some of the ac 
cess and search capabilities of HyperCard, Stacks can be 
locked (write-protected), then accessed, modified and 
employed, without changing the original stack, Because the 
original can't be changed, other network users can access 
the same stack simultaneously through a file server 


Version 1.2's new Auto Tab feature turns the return key 
into a tab key for easy movement between numerous fields 
on a card when editing. The search and find capabilities 
have been enhanced and users can now search on a 
“whole” word or string. There are also new shortcut for in 
creasing or decreasing the space between lines of text 


More than 40 new commands, functions and properties 
have been added to HyperTalk, including significant im 
provement of the “Go” command, the addition of “script 
peeking” tools to allow switching between scrip! and stack. 
Abbreviations will facilitate the faster writing of scripts 


HyperCard owners can get a free upgrade at their dealers. 
VERSION 6 DELAYED 


Version 6 of the Mac system software has been withdrawn 
trom circulation due to several bugs in the system, Ver 
sion 6 was to have featured several improvements to the 
system software, including increased processing speed. Also 
included was CloseView, a screen utility that can magnify 
the screen from 2 to 16 times the normal size; and Macto 
Maker, a utility that can automate repetitious tasks by 
recording a series of keystrokes and assigning a keystroke 
combination to call the macro, 


Version 6 includes MultiFinder, the multitasking facility 
which allows background operations, and Apple File Ex: 
change, which permits the translation of documents from 
one application to another, or from Mac to MS-DOS. Ver- 
sion 6 also fixed up several system bugs, including a 
serious bug in MulliFinder. Also included is a Notification 
Manager which puts a small icon on the screen if an ap- 
plication running in background needs attention 


Several users had reported problems when printing, and 
networked Macs all had to be running 60 or printing 
would ‘fail catastrophically’. Printing problems where also 
encountered with several specitic applications. There is no 
word on availability dates for the debugged system software 
upgrade, which is free to subscribers of the System Software 
Update Program, and will be posted on MacNET, 
OTHER NEWS 


The aanfo Star is in the process of converting its 
newstoom to IBM personal system/2 but the creative types 
in the editorial at! department are bucking the big blue 
wave and have purchased a Mac Plus, six SEs and three 
Mac ls, Consultant Michael Clarke says “Back in 1984, 
when the Mac came on the scene, it was the only com 
puter that combined text and graphics that were easily 
manipulated.” Apple “has maintained its two-year lead” over 
IBM “it’s the standard in art departments atound the world.” 


The increasing use of graphics (drawings, diagrams, charts) 
over photographs is a conscious decision for the Star. There's 
even a full-time editor to identify graphic opportunities and 
co-ordinate production with the art department 


This new direction is due partly to a need to have visual 
material which more directly complements the story, Previous 
ly, a story on world starvation would be accompanied by 
the ubiquitous picture of starving children. Now charts can 
be produced which show the growth of poverty, or mal 
nutrition, over time or in certain areas. 


The second reason for an incteased emphasis on graphic 
material is its availability, Now there are several graphic 
network databases and graphic news'services, And there's 
the Macintosh, which has added speed and flexibility to 
the production of art. Artists can set the type for their il 
lustrations right on the Mac. A large variely of att is 
stored on the Mac, ready to be called up and modified as 
needed. And illustrations can be resized without the lines 
being resized as well — a feature that was impossible with 
the old artboard. 


The Mac doesn't make the staff better designers, but by 
reducing tedious, repetitive tasks and introducing a new 
flexibility, the Mac helps artists work more efficiently 
APPLE TOUCHY 

This message trom the Apple Law Department appeared 
in a recent issue of CMACplusone, the newsletter of Club 
Mac, the Toronto area Macintosh club: 


Apple has established trademark rights to the following 
names telaling to HyperCard, These trademarks may not be 
used on third party products. When referring to one of 
these marks. apply the “TM” notation and stale in the 
credits that the trademark belongs to Apple Computer, Inc 
— HyperCard, HyperDemo, HyperTalk, HyperTour, Stack 
wate, MacStacks, AppleStacks and HyperStacks 


This must be a putcon and I got sucked in — I mean, 
who in their right mind ‘nuff said. 
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Amiga News and Info 


complied by Bob Mason 


While there may be news and views about other com: 
puters in each Issue, /»/o magazine is published for owners 
of Commodore computers. And with most of the exciting 
hardware and software developments happening in the 
Amiga section of the World of Commodore, it’s not surpris- 
ing that the contents of the magazine is Amiga:dominated. 
Most of the production of the magazine is done with 
Amigas as well 


Bob Lindstrom uses a Macintosh Plus and a Commodore 
Amiga every day, and he's wrilten an interesting article 
comparing the two. I won't regurgitate the whole article, 
except for a few juicy quotes, but { simplified the article 
down to a scorecard — let's see how i works out: 
Mac Amiga 
Desktop/Workbench 
Casual to moderate user x 
Frequent user 
Processor speed (Mac Plus, SE) 
(Mac Il) 
Operating System Design 
Multitasking (Mac - MultiFinder) 
Printer Handling 
Hardware Expandability 
Applications 
Desktop Publishing 
Home office 
Database Management 
Colour images 
Music applications 
Att applications 
Public Domain Software 
The company (security) 
The price x 
That might be an oversimplification of his article; he fleshes 
out each point. Some quotes 
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“The Macintosh Finder user interface truly achieves its 
goals: easy to learn and efficient to use. Fire up the Mac 
and you feel like you're behind the wheel of a Mercedes.. 
By comparison, you may feel like getting oul and jump: 
starting the Amiga Workbench... However, for the frequent 
user who wants to turbocharge his working environment, 
the Amiga provides high-level potential not available in the 
Mac 


“The Amiga hardware is faster, more powerful. Unfortunate 
ly, the often clumsy system programming and disk layout 
of the Amiga tends to eat up its edge in computing speed. 


“Those who argue that multitasking is unnecessary filigree 
don't know what they're talking about. Once you've used 
the Amiga’s multitasking, it's difficult to use computers 
without it. Peried. 


“The Mac stands head and shoulders above the Amiga in 
capable, impressive and polished business software 


“If you need colour imagery, Amiga is the affordable choice 
While it is true that the Macintosh I! can do stunning 
things, the first thing it does is stun your pocketbook 


“Apple is solid and accepted .. Commodore remains an 
enigma in the industry, ils fortunes swinging as wildly as 
a crazed pendulum.” 


AMIGA-IBM 


It’s bad enough that Amiga has to face off against Macin 
tosh but Sheldon Leemon looks at Amiga (or mote ar 
curately, Commodore) versus IBM. Leemon says “There are 
so many reasons for both optimism and pessimism abou! 
the fate of the Amiga .. that I can't decide whether to 
celebrate, or sell my Amiga” 


He then looks at the direction Commodore is taking the 
Amiga (autorbooting hard drives, 68020 accelerator card, 
400 line non-interlaced display, high-res monochrome monitor, 
transputer, new system software), and looks at the top 
quality third party software available Combined with a 
realistic marketing strategy, sales of the Amiga may hit 
one million worldwide this year. 


“All of these encouraging signs, however, may not mean a 
thing in the face of the IBM juggernaut. When the Amiga 
was introduced in 1985, its technology was clearly supe 
rior to that of IBM. Since then, its lead has been steadi 
ly eroding, as IBM ‘invented’ 35 inch floppies, analog 
RGB monitors, and multitasking In the last three years, 
the PC’s processor has gone from a 4 Mhz $-bit 3033 to 
a 32-bit 80386 tunning at 25 Mhz. U's display has gone 
from 4-colour CGA to 256-colour VGA. Soon, OS/2 will 
arrive with a real multitasking windowing environment.” 


“While IBM has been running hard, Commodore hasn't lett 
the starting gate, Leemon then points out that there have 
really been very few developments from Commodore since 
the two-year remake of the 1000 into the 500/2000 The 
problem seems to be staff cutbacks, which have forced 
the company to tinker along, instead of making the in 
novative changes needed to keep Amiga in the forefront 


REVIEWS 


Sista product reviews include ARexx (the Amiga version 
of the mainframe macro language REXX), TxEd Plus (text 
editor plus BlitzDisk and FastFonts), Micron Memory Boards 
(1-2 meg) and flickerFixer (video board tor 42000) 


Public Domain software reviewed trom PeopleLink include 
a Fractal and Mandelbrot paltern-generator, an arcade game, 
Peel (video effects), Museum (just a static picture~"“almost 
overwhelming"), Typewriter and vScreen (gives a scrolling 
Workbench screen larger than the display, up to 1000 x 
1000 pixels) 
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C64 Game Design 
Forty-first of a series 


by John Batchelor 


Recreational computing in the summer time is a calch as 
catch can proposition. So my column this month will be a 
little scattered. There's too much to do outside in the fine 
weather and this year it has been too hot to scrunch over 
a keyboard to battle those aliens or find the bug in that 
program thal seemed so important last winter, My old C64 
even gets cranky in the hot humid weather. | don’t recom: 
mend this to anyone else but the only way I could type 
in a program for the club disk this month was to place 
the keyboard on top of a freezer pack! 


I'm typing this column on a laptop borrowed from work. 
It I get time, | may even print it out using Ventura 
Publisher in the format used by Bob Mason for the 
newsletter, Desktop Publishing certainly is fascinaling. My 
brother makes his living doing this on his Macintosh, A 
large crowd appreciated the demonstration at the July meet: 
ing. My only reservation is that there is a temptation to 
spend a lot of time glitzing up every little memo. 


In the wake of the Gretzky trade and the struggles of 
the Canadian Football League, it is clear that computer 
game programmers must step into the breech and save our 
national dignity. There are lots of hockey programs but 
they don’t really match the excitement of a mechanical 
tabletop game. All the football programs | know use Ameri: 
can rules. What we need is a CFL rules football game. 


I've never tried a sports simulation except the log -rolling 
game LUMBERJACK that EPYX imitated in their WORLD 
GAMES. | may never get around to implementing a CPL 
game but I can describe some of the programming con 
siderations in this column. Clearly, a really professional job 
would require a lot of research on the probabilities of, 
say, catching a pass. Fortunately, I have a somewhat dated 
bul credible source. One of my neighbours when I was 
a small boy in Winnipeg was the great Blue Bomber 
halfback and kicker, Gerry James. He also played hockey 
for the Maple Leats in the winter. This was in the lale 
"50s, He marketed a board game called Championship Foot 
ball which used a deck of cards, You selected a play, 
say, short pass or end run and turned over a card. You 
consulted a table and found out that a two gave you a 
six-yatd run or the Ace of Clubs meant a fumble. Some 
limes additional cards were drawn to determine the amount 
of @ penalty or the result of an interception, Once through 
the deck was a quarter 


You kept track of the ball’s position with an inverted golf 
tee on a cardboard field. It was up to the players to keep 
track of the downs and whether ten yards had been made. 
You had to know the rules yourself about replaying the 
down and not ending the half on a penalty, And, of 
course, you kept score manually too. The typical computer 
football games does all of this for you, But it’s really not 
necessary so | would implement this with discretion. What 


we need to simulate is the drawing of the cards and the 
look-up table. 


Thete are 30 offensive plays or situations such as laterals 
or penalties which require drawing one of the 52 cards. 
In each case, the yardage gained or lost is determined, In 
some instances, there will be an indicator of further ac- 
tion such as an interception return. Thus, we could use 
a table or array with 30 times 52 times 2 equals 3120 
entries, Even typing these in would be formidable. Clever 
coding and some common sense can help. For some draws, 
there are no more than 16 different choices in the original 
game: the two through the king irrespective of suit and 
the four aces, individually, That cuts it down to 30x16x2. 
If we use an integer array, we can record numbers be- 
tween 2K and +32K But we only need a maximum 
distance of plus or minus 110 plus 25 equals 135 yards 
for the longest possible play (the whole field plus one end 
zone). So we could add 1000, for example, to indicate a 
penalty and 2000 to indicate a lateral and so on. Thus, 
pulling any two on the end extension play will show a 
1015 for a IS-yard gain plus a penalty draw. Now we 
have our array requirements down to 30 by 16 or 480 
In fact, some of the situations, such as converts, might be 
handled better with direct coding. A convert is deemed 


You will have immortalized the CFL 
and saved our national identity. 


good except on the draw of an ace It might be waste: 
ful to use a whole column of the array to encode this 
simple logic 


How about simulating the draw of cards? One approach is 
to generate a random number between one and 52, Thus 
13 might be the king of spades. The trouble with this 
method is that you might easily draw the king of spades 
twice in 52 draws (one quarter) and never draw the three 
of clubs at all You wouldn't be simulating the original 
game very well where you can be sure of a different 
result each time if you try a long pass twice in a tow 
No, you must use a simulated deck and shuffle by swap 
ping the positions of randomly chosen cards many times. 
Play proceeds by revealing the deck in order 


The presentation of the game should include menus from 
which to select the plays, The machine would respond 
with the yardage from the play and any further conse 
quences. You might add a scoreboard that gives fleld posi- 
tion, down, score and time left. Get really ambitious and 
add a field and a sprite football that moves back and 
forth. Figure out how to animate 12 Xs and 12 Os on a 
scrolling display. Change the perspective to 3D. Add crowd 
noise. You will have immortalized the CFL and saved our 
national identity! With your fustly deserved millions from 
the proceeds, you can buy back Gretzky and start a fran. 
chise in Ottawa. Try to have it done by Grey Cup day 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


eee oeeeeneenrrreeeee==seeae EET 


Paperclip Publisher 


4yAnne Mages 
FORCE (Funay Organtzation for Commodore Enjoyment) 


Desktop publishing ! 


Magic words, to anyone who has ever put a newsletter 
together with blood, sweat, and gluestick. 


This issue was created with PAPERCLIP PUBLISHER, 
from Batteries Included. Next month, I'll do a full review, 
but for now, here are a few comments. 


First comment: Wow! 


Second, and more intelligent comment: Up to 50 pages per 
document and 15 columns per page; graphics from Print 
Shop and more, fonts from GEOS. Problems? Well, a few, 
but what can you expect in 64K? I'll write a full review 
next month with all the gory details, 


The major advantage to desktop publishing is that the 
newsletter can be produced and printed as one piece, in 
stead of bits from Print Shop pasted onto bits trom a 
wordpracessor. In the future, with more time and increased 
familiarity with the program, we'll be able to introduce il- 
lustrated articles and even include cartoons. 


New Version of GEOS 


by Pierre Casticuin 


I received a flyer recently trom Berkeley Softworks an 
nouncing the Version 20 of thelx program called GEOS 
(Graphic Environment Operating System) for the C64, 


1 read with keen interest the statement “We included so 
many new features and facets that GEOS 20 is almost 
unrecognizable trom its firms cousin.” 


The following are some of the enhancements: 


1. geoWrite (the word processing program) has been 
upgraded to version 2.1. A new feature of the upgraded 
version is the capability of converting any geoWrite files 
into a geoPaint document. Now you will be able to incor 
porate all kinds of new graphic capabilities like multiple 
column overlays, headlines and borders and even the ability 
to add colours. Another program will be an upgraded ver 
sion of Text Grabber. This program will convert any Com 
modore-based text files created with PaperClip, Easy Script, 
Speed Script and Word Writer into a geoWrite format. 10 
new fonts in 7 styles and multiple sizes, date and time 
stamping, individual paragraph formatting, margins to 8 in 
ches and several other features (not new) will be included. 
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2. A new and faster (38%) version of geoSpell is included 
on the disk It features a large dictionary and lets you 
create your own. You can view both the dictionary and 
your documents while spell checking 


3. GEOS 20 includes geoMerge which enables you to 
combine your lists with geoWrite, create customized form 
letters and labels, geoLaser lets you print out near-typeset 
quality on an Apple LaserWriter. An improved driver ac 
celerates your mouse for more accurate cursor movement 


4. geoPain [1 just had to leave that typo, it's Freudian — 
Ed] has grown and shrunk! With it, you still get 16 
colours, 14 graphic tools, 32 brush shapes and 32 paint 
ing patterns, What's new is the ability to enlarge ot reduce 
your images to scale, Also, you gel transparent paint brushes 
to cteale “bleed-through” effects, drawing grid for easier 
sketching of large images, brush options window to select 
drawing and pattern modes, and new gtaphic shapes in 
cluding connected lines, ellipses and squares. 


5. New desk accessories do more, Now you will be able 
to cut and paste from the calculator & notepad into other 
GEOS applications. Name each graphicitext scrap in a photo 
album for identification. Search for graphicitext scraps by 
list or mame. There's quicker access to the photo album 


6. DeskTop 2.0 has been thrown in for good measure. It 
is taster and tar more efficient than before, You can 
manage more files, more disks and more drives (even the 
new 1581 - 35 disk) in less time A new feature is the 
ability of retrieve your most recently deleted file from the 
waste basket. The new deskTop will also enable you to 
support 2 disk drives plus a RAM expansion unit (1541 
1571, or 1581 drives and 1750 or 1764 RAM expansion 
units, automatically date and display time, copy files with 
fewer disk swaps, and erase entire disks without reformat 
ting. You will be able to colour code the notepad & file 
feons for easier identification & organization A simpler 
printer and input driver selection will be available 


Berkeley Softworks has offered registered owners a chance 
to upgrade from previous versions to the new 2,0 version, 
the cost of this upgrade will be $25.00 plus $495 for 
shipping & handling, (in US funds) Also, you must return 
your original GEOS disk to take advantage of this offer 


I have sent my old 12 version in for upgrading to 20. 
I hope to receive my new version in approx. 4 to 6 
weeks, depending on Canada Post. Once I receive it, I 
will demonstrate same al the beginner's group. 


COMING EVENT 
Ottawa Business and Government Computer Show 
SEPT. 21/22, 88 
Civic Centre 
Show Manager, Fred West (416) 252-7791 
Call for mote info. 
FOR SALE 
Box of computer paper, 3000 8 1/2 x 11 sheets 
Call Dave at 224-0417 


Write Stuff Hints 


complied by Ray Monette, from FORCE 
(Funay Organization for Commodore Enjoyment) 


When loading BB Writer, load BB and run it, then hold 
down the SHIFT key till the screen turns yellow. 


This will avoid that menu screen with the bee on it. 


To get help screens, press Commadore key and SHIFT key 
together 


Tap either the SHIFT or Commodore hey to page through 
all three screens then press the back arrow to return to 
the text screen. 


GAMES TIPS 
complled by Ray Monette 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

The mop is your key to success 
Hampshire) ALL COMPUTERS 
F-15 STRIKE EAGLE 

It you need to get back to base and are running short of 
fuel, hit the key a few times. This will increase your 
speed. When your speed starts dropping again, repeat the 
process. You'll be able to return fo base as if you had 
full afterburners going. (Jonathan Haynes—Tennessee) C64 


(ay Desmarais—New 


ZORK I 


To get the platinum bar, you must SAY ECHO in the 
room with the bar. (Chris Keen—Texas) COMMODORE 


HARDBALL 


exchange your pitcher's position with another player's 
switch them back, Now you can replace your pitcher (in 
batting order only) with a good hitter. The pitcher will 
still pitch, but he won't bat, giving you an advantage over 
the computer. (Douglas Schonenberg—New York) C64 
GOONIES 

SCREEN ONE-Push the chair under the ladder and to 
reach the ladder. Then have one Goonie operate the print: 
ing press (upper right) while the other knocks over the 
watercooler (lower left) and goes through the trapdoar. Then 
tush the other Goonie down the bottom as fast as pos 
sible. (Adam Varney—Wisconsin) APPLE 

KING’S QUEST 

To find the old gnome’s name, write the alphabet for 
wards and then directly below write it out backwards, so 
the that the Z is under the A, the Y under the B, etc 
Then take the word “Rumplestiltskin” and translate it, using 
the code you wrote down. The R will be an I, the U 
will be an F, etc This will give you the gnome's name. 
(rent Dombroski—Michigan) ALL COMPUTERS 

ZORK II 


To get in menhir, you need the wizard'’s wand, and once 
you have it, CHANT FLOAT. The treasures are as fol: 
lows: gold statue, portrait, $200 in Zorkmids, rare stamp, 
coin, violin, pearl necklace, small gold key, crown, and 
ruby, (Chip Triplett-Massachusetts) ALL COMPUTERS 
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SPRAY WITH 
RAID, SEE ME 
IN THE MORNING, 


GREAT LL 
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Minutes (continued from page 4) 


One from Ken Creppin brought action. He had been a 
member, and complained that the newsletter was of no 
interest to him as he owned an Amiga, and there were 
never any articles on Amiga. The executive suggested that 
one page per issue of the newsletter be devoted to each 
of: Apple/Mac, Amiga, and MS-DOS, Don White agreed to 
look for possible articles in the Amigan; Mike Bryan will 
watch for Apple articles; and Scotty will provide scripts 
from "The Whole Bit" for news items on all computers. 


Don White explained that the best way to handle the 
“members-only” situation on the BBS was to have everyone 
re-register; members will have to have their membership 
number to prove thal they are members. He also stated 
that he was deleting all files in the download area, due 
to a request by a non-member. 


Gerry Bouchard arranged tor a computerday al CHEO, 
August 20, and Pierre would ask members to patticipate, 


General Mecting August 15, 1988 


President Pierre Castricum was unable to attend this meet- 
ing, and it ran surprisingly smoothly, except for two or 
three members who complained that they were expected to 
show up at work with dumb, stupid or sick jokes on the 
third Tuesday of every month, but without Pierre there, 
what would they do! 


The main presentation of the evening was music demonstra- 
tions on the C64, Amiga and Mac. Bob Handforth played 
several of his compositions produced with Ze Enhanced 
51D Fiayer. Don White demonstrated music composition 
software available for the Amiga, and Scolly ran a program 
on the Mac that supplies accompaniment, and graphics, 
and allows you to choose style of music, lead instrument, 
and then lets you play lead. 


Membership Report 
AUG. 1988 


If your mame appears on this list, please check with 
Raymond Monette or Lucien St Denis, our membership 
chairmen. A \-month grace period will be allowed, then 
your name will automatically be removed from the mem 
bership list, 


DATE NAME DATE NAME 
07/8801 Phillips L.W. 07802 Patterson Richard 
07/8805 Hewitson CA. 07/8806 Hardy John 
07/8807 Gagnon Bertrand 07/8808 + Welsh Gerry 
08/88/01 McDonald Omid 08/8802 Smith Don 
08/8803 Regimbald Andre 08/88/04 Clermont Gilles 
08/885 MacPhee John C. 08/8806 Karam George 
08/8807 Nanji Mahmood 08/8809 Bellmore D. 
08/88/10 Cocklin John 08/88/12 Lemke Mervin 
08/88/13 Walford Gordon 08/88/14 Pigeon Chantal 
08/88/15 Tytor Nichol 08/88/16 Boersma Gerald 
08/88/17 Edwards Donald 08/88/18 Bowen Bill 
08/68/21 Russell SH. 
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(N=New, Rerenewal) 


0707 JW. Cox (R) 0708 Evelyn Scullion (tt 
07/09 Joan Torrin (N) 

08/00 James Furnivall (N) 08/01 George Radbourne (NN 
082 Gerald DeBruyn (R) 08/03 Jean de Chantal 
08/04 Peter Naish (N) 085 = J.W. Coles (R) 

08/06 Rober! Jenkins (R) 08/07 Robert Champagne (fF 
08/08 Robert Handforth (R) 089 J.W.L. Smith (N) 
08/10 Arthur H. Haley (R) 08/11 David Jones (R) 
08/12 Fred. Torrington (N) 08/13 Jean Paul McLaugh 
08/14 Ken Antoine (N) 08/15 Werner Schoenberger 


Editorial 
by Bob Mason 


This is another one of those editorials where the being 
that determines space has given me a small amount of 
space to fill — not enough for one of Vojta’s cartoons 
a meaningful graphic, so you'te subjected 10 my words of 
wisdom, 


You'll note in the executive minutes that one newsletter 
page per issue is to be devoted to each of the Amiga, 
Apple/Macintosh and MS:DOS. 1 wrote, or edited, Mac 
and Amiga articles for this issue, but they're not very 
good. Much better that weget something from an Amiga 
or Apple or Mac user. 


Actually this newsletter needs some fresh inpul if it is fo 
be an interesting and vital publication. For several month: 
now it’s been the same contributors over and over again 
— this is not stimulating or refreshing How abou! some of 
you who have never written to the newsletter before 
we'll accept reviews, letters, opinions, even suggestions for 
articles to reprint 


I don’t like repeating myself, but it seems like people 
aren't listening — the $20 you pay for an annual mem 
bership fee does not entitle you to sit back and be ente: 
tained or educated. None of the $20 goes towards sala 
or honoraria. All the work put into this club: organising 
and co-ordinating the meetings including arranging speakers, 
maintaining membership lists; financial books; club correspon 
dence; producing disks of the month and maintaining the 
public domain libraries; keeping the BBS up to date, dis 
tributing disks and literature to stores; writing, producing 
and performing the TV show “The Whole Bit’; and writ 
ing and producing this newsletter; as well as organizing 
special events, tutorial classes and many more things — all 
these tasks are done by volunteer labour 


How about doing a little volunteering yourself Don't think 
you have any usable skills — we'll find something. Stick 
with {t for a while and soon you'll find you hnow a lot 
more about your computer than you did before you volun 
teered. And meet some good people and make some friends 
And we'll all have a better club. To rephrase the title of 
a book on computing, ‘This club is nothing without you’ 


MACCOM SYSTEMS 7. 


L-COMPUTERS SOFTWARE HARDWARE 
DISKETTES & SUPPLIES 


Laptops 
Compatibles 


Printers 


PGr Computer Harduera & 
Software Specialists! 


commodore 


We sell and support a broad line of products for 


BUSINESS — SCHOOLS — HOME 


Word Processing Desktop Publishing Logiciel frangais 


Accounting Communications MIDI Music 
Spreadsheets Graphics Educational 
Database Entertainment Utilities 
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